SO. CALIF DX CLUB 


Bulletin 


President: Joe Locascio, KSKT # Vice President: aa Woll 
Treasurer: Esther Wolf, ” KBOHW # Secretary: Dan bavitt 
Directors: Don Bostroa, N6IC; Jia Raf fers 
Neabership: Len Gerardi, NCOH # Bulletin Editor: 


SEPTEMBER 
1984 


NOVI # 
NOCGB + 
y, NORJ; Chris Williaas, KG4AR # 
George Morris, WoABW + 


Next meeting: THURSDAY SEPTEMBER 13 AT 7:30 FM IN THE DWF CAFETERIA 


SEPTEMBER MEETING 
HAMS AND THE LAW 


Antenna and tower restrictions 
are among the many legal problems 
which face today’s DXer. These, and 
ather, subiects will be addressed at 
our Septeaber aeeting by Zon Gallo, 
KRGWT, a SCDXC member and an attorney. 


FATHER MORAN, QNIMM, UNABLE TO ATTEND 
Father Moran, SNLNM, had 
orevicusiy been announced as the 
speaker for the Sentesber meeting. 
Unfortunately, his trave! plans have 
changed so that he is unable to be in 
Los Angeles the night of our meeting, 


RF TEST EQUIPMENT AVAILABLE 
By Marty Wall, Ral 


I haye recently acquired a 
Hewlett-Packard 408-2 VHF = sianal 
gener ator and a 415-B swr meter, 
by ape around swap meets. Although 
hardly state-of-the-art any gore, it 
all works. One of the things I can do 
with this setup is measure insertion 
lass in bts of coax, rela bo, 
switches, Iters, atc. and part- 
port isolation in relays and wires 
all to within a fraction of a db. 


have found this Lee very 
helpful in find: ing faulty components 
y acquired ones. 


and pea new! 

I would like to make this modest 
test facility available to other ciub 
members. If you need ta run any of 
the above-described tests give me a 
call and ! will be happy to arrange a 
time for you to bring the subject 
hardware to my house, where we can 
check it out. Sorry I can’t sake 
house calls, but the generator isn’t 
very portable | (too big and heavy). 

would also like to encourage 

other club members to let us know what 
they might have available in the way 
of test gear (either at hone = or 
readily available at work) by ee 
a note to the Bulletin editor. I be 
this will spread and become a valuab 
benefit of membership. By sharing our 
technical resources we can help 
improve the quality and effectiveness 
af our collective stations. 


CONGRATULATIONS TO MARTY WOLL, NOVI 

Our congratulations go to Marty 
Woll. NAVI, Vice-President of the 
SCDXC, who has recently been admitted 
as a partner in Coopers & Lybrand, the 
international firm of certified gublic 
accountants for whos na has worked 
since graduating fro@ cal ege twelve 
years age, Marty says, “This is 
really the main goal of my 
professional career fo date. It’s 
hard! y easy street - there will be 
planty of new challenges but I hone to 
have a little acre tise for radio once 
T settle into my new role.’ 


ENDORSABLE DXCC AWARD FOR 160 METERS 
The ARRL Awards Committee, in 
consultation with the DX Advisory 
Committee, has approved an endorsable 
DXCC award for 160 meters, effective 
Noveaber 1, 1984. Contacts since 
November 15, 1945, may be credited. 
Previously, the Top. Rand award was not 
endorsable. As with the recently 
implemented endorsable RITY award, 
there will be no Honor Roll on 140 
meters, This action was orecipitated 
by Board Minute #35 (March 1984) 
authorizing additional endorsable 
awards, An endorsabie satellite award 
bing su OSCAR 10 contacts is still 
eing studied by ARRL in conjunction 
with AMSA 


REPEATER WORK IN PROGRESS 

The SCDXC repeater has been off 
the air for the past few days to make 
some technical modifications to 
iaprove operability and flexibility. 
It is hoped the repeater will be back 
on the air by the tise you receive 
this month’s Bulletin. 


SCOXC VP MAKES QST COVER 


Marty Well, Né6VI, SCDXC Vice 
President is on the cover of the 
September issue of @ST. He is shown 


Ra eeApe ai hd in Qlympic activities 


with a handheld 


A FEW WORDS ABOUT CONTESTING 
By Harty Woll, N&vT 


There are thase who believe that 
cantesting is an activity separate and 
apart ras DXing = and that, 
accordingly, it should not be the 
pravince of the Southern California DX 
Club. As the recently appointed 
Southwastern Division member of the 
ARRL Contest Advisory Committee I 
would like to come to the defense af 
contesting and, I hope, change a few 
minds, 

To begin with let’s lcok at a 
traditional "DX" activity: the reins 
pile-up. To be successful ane aus 
possess some «© coabination a 
propagation awareness, ape a and 
antenna effectiveness and operating 
skill, and should enjoy going head-to- 
head with fellow amateurs in 
(usually) friendly competition. The 
successtul contester needs all these 
same qualities. Not much difference 
here. Now, what does the DXer like to 
da most? Contact foreign amateurs. 
There are literally dozens of contests 
in which you can do just that. The 
Dxer also likes to measure his success 
by Ae or band- country or zone 
count osh That’s just how a 
contester comes up with his score 
multiplier.  DXers like to see thier 
call in @57. Contesters get their 
calls in @S? and other amateur 
publications as often as they wish 
{(i.e., aS often as they enter 
contests). It’s starting to sound as 
fo these two activities are very 
Similar, indeed. 

What benefits can a non- 
contesting DXer get froe trying a few 
contests? For one thing, he gets 
enough concentrated on-the-air time to 
improve his chances of snagging a 
needed country on a needed band. 
Those chances are enhanced by the 
speed at which contacts are made - you 
don’t have to wait for some long- 
winded type to say good bye for 
fifteen g@inutes while fhe band drops 
out. His concentrated on-the-air tise 
also sharpens his ee 
awareness. And, nothing will point 
out the weaknesses in one’s equipment, 
antenna systea and station layou like 
some heavy-duty contest operating. A 
frequent contest participant has 

Continued on page 4 


MINUTES OF THE 3s 12, 1984 MEETING 
By Dan Davitt, R&CGER™ 
Secretary, a 


The meeting was called to order 
at 8:06 PM by Joe Locascio, KSKT, 
SCDXC President. The evening began 
with the self introduction of members 
and quests. Seventy persons were 
counted in attendance. 


Cleyon, ADSP, gave an update on 
the repeater. The controller is due 
to be installed this coming week or 


the next week. The 12 Lor the "old" 
PL are OK. 

Fried, WASW20, gave a report on 
the Volunteer Examiner Coordinators 
(VEC) status. 

Dave, WAG, was announced as the 
Banquet speaker for the Southwestern 
Division ARRL Convention in Santa 
Maria, (October {2, i3, and 14, 1984, 
Tickets are still available from 
HAMCON, Inc., Box 2437, Santa Maria, 


CA. 93455-0457, 

Marty, NOVI, read the list of the 
evening's rizas, and reminded 
everyone of the Pizza Bash next manth 
at Me & Ed*s Pizza in Lakewood. 
Possibilities for the Septeaber 
meeting are a visit with Father Moran, 
SNIMM, and for the Noveeber geeting, 
WABIP is scheduled to talk on 
REI/TVI/¥CRI. 

Tex, NOAHY, gave his usual, well 
received, "Rusors Around the Bands. * 

Gunner, WOYB/2S568C7, gave a slide 
presentation on the operation from 


Swaziland. Reported were some 7,000 
contacts and 140 countries for this 
effort, 


The raffle tickets were drawn at 
the close cof the meeting and the 
winners of the prizes were as follows: 
WOEA, Dual Tine digital clock; WAGNL?, 


$5=32~" PLS KBGHW, Hi-Fass filter: 
Fred §S-32. FL} ONGARV.. SS“S2e- PLS 
W84DGH, SS-22 PL: NaFC, SS-32 PL; 
KBGHW, GST Binder; WAMEV, Coax Seal. 


The meeting was adjourned at 9:49 


PM, 


SCOXC MEMBERS PARTICIPATE IN OLYMPICS 

The following  SCDXC members 
participated in amateur radic suppor 
for the Glympic marathons: Chuck Coe, 
KNOH? Len Ger adi, NCOH, and his XYL 
Judy, KASFEI: Chris Conner, NX6U, and 
his XY¥L Katy, KAATLD} Joe Locascia, 

KSKT; and John Alexander, KASVL. 
Don Bostros, 


NéIC, participated 


in amateur radio support for the 
Olympic yachting competition. 
Marty Woll, NOVI, was the 
stant manager of the UCLA Olympic 


a551 UCL 
Village amateur radio station. 


Chuck Lobb, KNSH, has written a 
story on the Glyasic aarathons which 
wil! appear in the October issue af 
Worldradio. 


MINUTES OF THE AUGUST 9, 1984 MEETING 
By fan Davitt, N&CGE™ 
Secretary, SCDuC 


The Annual "PIZZA MEETINS"” was 
held at Me and Ed’s Pizza on Paramount 


Blvd. in Lakewood. 

Since this was a fun, family, 
get-together, no Club business was 
conducted, 

The group was called to order at 
B09 PM by Marty Woll, NSVI, SCHxC 
Vice President. Marty i the 


meeting by reading a list of the door 


prizes in anti: cipation of a large 
number of ticket sales. 
At 8:2? PM. the winning ticzets 


for the evening’s top prize was drawn, 


and the very happy owner of the ICOM 
IC-02 handh eld was our President, Joe 
Locascio, KOKT. 
The winners cf the remaining 
prizes were as follows: KASGHI, MFJ 
ual Tige Digital Clock: NéCGR*s XYL. 
Lunar 2-Meter Preamp; W4T7D, Drake 


Low-Pass Filter; WAVZZ, ARRL Repeater 
Directory; NaJUG, & outlet AC control 
conscle: and WESP, an ARRL Repeater 
Directory. 

The turnout for the evening was 
41 parsons, if being charming Yis! 
M The meeting was adjourned at 9:10 


SEPTEMBER PROPAGATION PRDICTIONS 


ee ee 


The September 15 to October 15 
propagation predictions bbe on page 


Sand the September a ion 
forecast and chart Pere n the 
right column are caereet? oh Co 


eat Openings on 140 meters are 
likely ts occur during those tises 
when 80 aeter openings are shown with 
a propagation index of (2) or higher. 


ACTIVITY REPORT 
KOYRA: HSOJUA 7/27 1420 14199; 
Q7T-0F25 141923 


FOBT 
H44SH B/1 1400 14184; 
VBSGF 8/5 1320 14170; 9 4¥4BL 8/6 0417 
142185 ITtAD 8/6 1427 14227;  BYLPK 
8/9 9748 14155; BY4AA 8/8 O8G1 14160; 
XX9DX 8/8 1417 14243; A22fA 8/8 1425 


14253; 9M2ZRT (SCDXC member NNSU} 8/8 
L437 141462; KC7UL/SN6 8/9 G11i ee 
LYLTL 8/12 1447 14158; pie 8/14 
0007 14197; TSOXLG 8/14 0314 7304; 
YBOARA 9/17 13 52 7076; IPSJCY 8719 
1015 2795 DUORG B/19 1025 37975 
USCK ida 0422 14190; UL7EZ 8/22 0311 
{41745 ULACHI 8/23 0341 14174; RIBBB’ 
8/23 0329 14224; UFARB 8/23 62355 
14225, Al! contacts are SSE. | 
FOR SALE: 

{) Hy-Gain 204BA, 4 element 20 seter 


monovander, coad condition, $125, 
2} Hy-Gain 3 element iS meter modified 


(wide spacec), excellent conditior, 
$85. 
Contact Al, KAYRA, 


= 
am. 


$ 
| 
. 


LAST MINUTE FORECAST 


Day-to-Day Conditions Expected for September 1984 


Expected Signal Quality 


Propagation Index........ (4) (3) (2) (1) 
Above Normal: 2, 13, 21 A A B Cc 

High Normal: 3, 11-12, 18, 

22, 28-29 A B Cc c-D 
Low Normal: 1, 4, 810, 14, 

17, 19-20, 25-27, 30 AB BC CD D-E 
Below Normal: 5, 7, 15-16, 

23 BC CD D-E E 

Disturbed: 6, 24 CE OD-E E E 


Where expected signal quality is: A—Excellent opening, 
exceptionally strong, steady signals greater than S9. 


B—Good opening, moderately strong signals varying be- 
tween S6 and S9, with little fading or noise. 


C—Falr opening, signals between moderately strong and 
weak, varying between S3 and S6, with some fading 
and nolse. 


D—Poor opening, with weak signals varying between S1 
and S3, and with considerable fading and noise. 


E—No opening expected. 


HOW TO USE THIS FORECAST 


1. Find propagation index associated with particular 
band opening from Propagation Charts appearing on 
, the following pages. 


2. With the propagation index, use the above table to find 
the expected signal quality associated with the band 
opening for any day of the month. For example, an 
opening shown in the charts with a propagation index 
of 3 will be good-to-falr (B-C) on the ist, excellent 
(A) on the 2nd, good (B) on the 3rd, good-to-fair (B-C) on 
the 4th, etc. 


HOW TO USE THE DX 
PROPAGATION CHARTS 


1. Use Chart appropriate to your transmitter location. The 
Eastern USA Chart can be used in the 1, 2, 3, 4, 8, KP4, KG4 
and KV4 areas inthe USA and adjacent call areas in Canada; 
the Central USA Chart in the 5, 9 and 0 areas; the Western 
USA Chant in the 6 and 7 areas, and with somewhat less 
accuracy in the KH6 and KL7 areas. 

2. The predicted times of openings are found under the 
appropriate meter band column (15 through 80 Meters) for a 
particular DX region, as shown in the left hand column of the 
Chants. An ° indicates the best time to listen for 160 meter 
openings. 

3. The propagation index is the number that appears in 
() after the time of each predicted opening. The index 
indicates the number of days during the month on which the 
opening is expected to take place as follows: 

(4) Opening should occur on more than 22 days 

(3) Opening should occur between 14 and 22 days 

(2) Opening should occur between 7 and 13 days 

(1) Opening should occur on less than 7 days 
Refer to the “Last Minute Forecast” at the beginning of this 
Propagation column for the actual dates on which an open- 
ing with specific propagation index is likely to occur, and the 
signal quality that can be expected. 

4. Time shown in the Charts are in the 24-hour system, 
where 00 is midnight; 12 is noon; 01 is 1 A.M., 13 is 1 P.M., 
etc. Appropriate daylight time is usednot GMT. To convert to 
GMT, add to the times shown inthe appropriate chart 7 hours 
in POT Zone, 6 hours in MOT Zone, 5 hours in CDT Zone, and 
4 hours in EDT Zone. For example, 14 hours in Washington, 
D.C. is 18 GMT When itis 20 hours in Los Angeles, it is 03 
GMT, etc. 

5. The charts are based upon a transmitter power of 250 
watts C.w., or 1 kw, p.e.p. on sideband, into a dipole antenna 
a quarter-wavelength above ground on 160 and 80 meters, 
and a half-wave above ground on 40 and 20 meters, and a 
wavelength above ground on 15 and 10 meters. For each 10 


; db gain above these reference levels, the propagation index 


will increase by one level; for each 10 db loss, it will lower by 
one level. 

6. Propagation data, contained in the Charts has been 
prepared from basic data published by the Institute For 
Telecommunication Sciences of the U.S Dept. of Com- 
merce, Boulder, Colorado, 80302. 
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CONTEST continued from page ! most) of the operating and get help QSL MANAGER INFORMATION INSERT 
with the log-duping and QSLing chores. 
little trouble in prioritizing station By the way, there are ever outside Several members have written and 
improvements and getting timely computer services you can hire ta asked the editor to publish DX station 
feedback on the Bnanges he has made. handle some af the paperwork for a QSL manager information. It seems 
Qne gore important benefit must nominal fee. like the Bulletin always fills up 
be mentioned: contesting i5 just Getting interested? Good! Future before the QSL information finds a 


plain fun. You need not spend a articles will deal with such matters place. So, this month I am including 
grueling 48 hours if you don’t want as: 1) how operators and stations can a recent list of QSL manager 
tc, Your activity can be limited to a be matched up for mutual benefit; 2) information courtesy of The Long 
daytime or a nighttime band in many how the SCDXU repeater can be used, [Island 2X Bulletin. This @SL 
contests, allowing you to get scee legally, to boost cantest scores; and information is included as an insert 
sleep or appease the family while 3) why certain hams in the northern because, as usual, the space ran out 
still being competitive. Most reaches of our state think we in before the material did - even though 
contests have multi-operator entry Southern California are hopelessly the small type is being used. IT hope 
categories; you can enjoy the incapable of working together and what some find this information users 
comradery of team competition, let we can do about it. Stay tuned: 

others do some (or, if you prefer, 


